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than the Moldavian lawgiver. The leading principle
of his judicial system wras " an eye for an eye and a
toofch for a tooth." The man, who set a house on
fire, was burnt alive ; the serf, who was guilty of rape,
met with the same horrible fate ; the children of a
poisoner were degraded, to show the ruler's detesta-
tion of that very common form of murder ; the
Roumanian, who had two wives, was put naked on
a donkey's back, and whipped through the streets ;
the seducer was sentenced to have boiling lead
poured down his throat. Theft was pardoned, how-
ever, if it was committed to avert starvation, or if the
thief had stolen from the public enemy. One curious
trait in this legislation is the resolute attempt to
suppress sorcery and put down quacks of all kinds,
whose evidence is not accepted. The torture of the
innocent, in order to gain information, is expressly
forbidden. But there is no conception of equality
before the law. The boyard and his children might
not be hung or impaled, or sent to work in the salt
mines or the galleys. In Moldavia beheading was
considered to be the appropriate end of a noble
criminal, while banishment was the punishment of
his lesser misdemeanours. The serf met with little
consideration in the eyes of the law ; to harbour him,
if he fled from his lord and master, was a crime; to
ill-treat him was no offence. Bassarab drew up a
similar code for the sister principality, and incorpo-
rated with it a number of civil ordinances for the
distribution of property after death, the appointment,
of guardians, and several other enactments, borrowed
from the Roman law.